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THE SHREE GHANAPATHY TEMPLE

By Geetha Maheshwaran

=]

T

In 1979, my father, the late Mr. A.T.S. Ratnasingham,
began the greatest challenge of his life when, with the sup-
port of family and friends, the Churchill Halls in Effra Road
were purchased and the first Saiva Hindu Temple dedicated
to Lord Ganesha was created for our community here in the
UK.

Whilst work continued day and night to convert the former
church into a traditional Saiva Temple, the adjoining church
hall was converted into a Sai Mandir - a prayer hall dedi-
cated to Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai Baba. This was opened on
Ist January 1981 and, the following September, the Shree
Ghanapathy Temple was opened with a grand and lavish
Maha Kumbabishekham, making it the first fully consecrat-
ed Hindu Temple in Europe.

From its first service in 1981, the Temple has grown and
adapted to the changing needs of our Community. The prin-
cipal vision of my father, the Temple’s Founder and first
Chief Co-ordinator, was to create a spiritual and vibrant
Temple that catered for the needs of the future generations
of young Hindus growing up here in the U.K. His greatest
concern was that the next generations were in danger of los-
ing contact with their ancient culture and religious heritage,

and so he created an environment where children and young
adults could be taught traditional music, religion and dance,
linked to the spirituality of the Temple. After his death in
1998 we, his family, took on the responsibility of running
the Temple and have continued his vision, with the help and
support of our many wonderful & dedicated volunteers.

Over the years, the Temple’s focus has shifted from that of

purely ritualistic worship, to a
more holistic approach - providing for the spiritual, moral
and emotional needs of our community. So, although we
perform all the services of a traditional Hindu Temple e.g.
regular religious services, festivals, births, weddings and
death ceremonies etc. We also arrange talks and discussion
groups by experts in religion, and philosophy, we conduct
yoga & meditation classes and also health seminars during
the year.

A group of devotees from the Temple & the Merton Sai
Centre form a core group of volunteers who help with many
community projects within the London Borough of Merton,
including meals on wheels, food for the homeless, hampers
for the elderly and conservation work. Each year, we also
have more than 3000 local children, students, teachers and
members of other faiths, who come to the Temple to learn
more about Hinduism.

The principle ethos that runs through all our work is that
“Service to Man is Service to God”.

The Temple administration has a good balance of young
men and women who bring new ideas and a fresh approach
to the Temple, and also a group of older, more experienced
members of the community, who help to keep the traditions
and original vision of the Temple alive. This Temple was
created to serve our people, to give spiritual and emotional
comfort to all those who need it. We have no fixed rates for
basic religious services at the Temple - thus allowing peo-
ple to give what they wish or what they can afford. Our
basic principle is that the Temple is open to all who wish to
come and pray, regardless of wealth or status, social back-

ground or creed, and the

Lord has rewarded us by always giving us the money and
resources whenever we need it for His work.

Five years ago, the Temple celebrated it’s first Annual Maha
Festival, culminating with the Ther (Chariot) Festival in
July 1987. We felt that it had come to that stage, in the
Temple’s development, when this annual cleansing and
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uplifting festival was needed to enhance the spirituality and
positive vibrations of the Temple.

As with most things in our Temple, this event was planned
simply and without too much pomp and circumstance! Our
aim was to keep it as low key and as spiritual as possible.
The priests set to work planning, in meticulous detail, the
day by day, hour by hour order of prayers and poojas, that
needed to be done in perfect harmony and in strict accor-
dance with our holy scriptures. The help and support of
gurus and fellow priests helped to boost their knowledge
and expertise in planning such a precise and meaningful fes-
tival. Certain devotees were quietly approached and asked
if they would like to take the responsibility of organising
and sponsoring one of the 25 days of the festival - an invi-
tation that they accepted with great joy and devotion. And
so, the festival took shape - all the days were allocated and
preparations began.

A simple chariot was constructed at the back of the Temple,
protected from the elements and curious eyes, shrouded in a
tent of steel and tarpaulin. Drawn by the noise of sawing
and drilling, and the smell of fresh paint, the devotees were
not allowed to look at the finished chariot until a few days
before the start of the festival, when the beautiful 14ft
wooden chariot, with traditional carvings and painted
designs, festooned

with coloured flags, was ceremoniously pulled to the front
of the Temple. That year, we were totally unprepared for the
outpouring of devotion that brought more than 2000 people
to the Temple on the day of that first Ther Festival. That
number of devotees, in a quiet residential area of
Wimbledon, had not happened before. All came to see Lord
Ghanapathy being pulled around the Temple perimeter, all
felt the emotion of the moment, all wanted to have that very
special darshan. For the Temple and it’s devotees it was a
wonderful moment of joy and spirituality, an overwhelming
sense of oneness - all following the one path, following the
one Lord as He was taken around His Temple to bless and
purify the whole area. But for the residents of the locality,
there was shock and horror as they watched devotees
spilling onto the road and into their front gardens opposite
the Temple, as they struggled to see our Lord. It took all the
efforts of the Temple authorities, the volunteers and the
local police, to ensure that the festival continued with

safety and without major problems.

Soon after that first festival, the Temple authorities, the
Police, the Residents Association and the Local Council all
met to discuss the festival and solutions to the problems that
had occurred. It was unanimously agreed that, with the full
support of all present, we should take the chariot out onto
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the streets surrounding the Temple. My brother, with his
experience in project management, was given the responsi-
bility of planning and organising the route, the procession
and the stewarding of this festival - a truly mammoth task.
But with the Grace of Lord Ghanapathy, and the full support
and backing of our Temple volunteers, such a high level of
professionalism was achieved that it drew admiration from
Senior Police Officers and Council Officials, who could not
find fault with the planning, training of volunteers and
preparation for the big day. Thus, on 2nd August 1998,
Lord Ganesha was taken out of the Temple, onto the streets
of Wimbledon, for the first time. There were more than 100
volunteer stewards, organised in groups and linked by
walkie-talkies through a central radio control room. There
was a fully equipped First-Aid Centre, run by experienced
doctors, medical students and nurses, with the London
Ambulance Service on stand-by, and there were more than
4000 devotees who came to have Lord Ganesha’s darshan
that day! Precisely at 10am, as planned, Lord Ganesha
began his journey, carried aloft by a group of dedicated
young men who had spent the last three weeks looking after
Lord Ganesha and His Temple. As they lifted Him onto His
chariot, the Nadaswaram and Thavil rising to a crescendo,
tears of joy were shed by all who were part of this historic
event. Everything went so smoothly, and we knew that
Lord Ganesha had rewarded all the hard work and listened
to all our prayers.

During His journey around the 4 roads surrounding the
Temple, Lord Ganesha stopped in front of the houses of
local devotees who were dedicated worshippers in His
Temple, and they were given the special joy of having Him
bless them and their houses. The traffic was stopped for
Him, buses were re-routed and local residents came out to
watch this amazing sight. The police, although present,
remarked that they had nothing to do, because our volun-
teers had everything under control! And from that year
onwards, the successful planning, training and running of
our annual Ther Festival has become a shining example of
co-operation and support between communities and local
authorities.

Throughout the Temple’s history, Lord Ganesha has been
guiding and shaping the future of His devotees and His
Wimbledon residence! Last year, more than 7000 devotees
came to experience the spirituality of this very special day.
This year, however many come, be assured that all will be

done to ensure that the day is as wonderful and as spiritual-
ly fulfilling as can possibly be for the Lord’s special devo-
tees. We look forward to seeing you at the Festival and
hope that we can make it a memorable day for all.
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We pray that His continuing Grace and Blessings will
enable us to fulfil our vision of the future and help us to cre-
ate a Temple that continues to serve the needs of our grow-
ing religious community, as well as helping to spread the
great heritage and philosophy of Saivaism to the wider
western community. May Lord Ghanapathy bless all who
come to His Temple and continue to guide us all to do His
work in the future.

Mrs. Geetha Maheshwaran,

Co-ordinator for Religious Education & Youth Activities

SHREE GHANAPATHY TEMPLE
125-133 Effra Road, Wimbledon, London
SW19 8PU.

Tel: 020 8542 7482 or 020 8542 4141

D56V LT RIS 6H

(Service Bookings & Priest)

020 8946 1140 or 07956 284116 (General
Enquiries in Tamil or English)

Fax: 020 8404 2888

Website

. http://www.ghanapathytemple.org.uk

e-mail info@ghanapathytemple.org.uk

Opening Hours
7 Days a Week: 9am - 10pm
(open until 11pm on Fridays & Festival Days)

Services
Daily Services: 10am, 12noon, 5pm & 8pm.
Special Abishekams (Ritual bathing of deity):
Fridays & Auspicious Days - 6.30pm,
Sundays - 11am,
other days by request.
Weddings, Punyavaachanams
cleansing ceremony),
Funeral Services & Last Rites, Thivasam

(House

(Death Anniversary Service) and
Blessing Ceremony for Babies -
request.

all by

Guided tours for schools, teacher-training
colleges, other educational establishments
and other religious groups, by appointment.

SAl MANDIR

(a hall dedicated to Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai
Baba)

131-133 Effra Road, Wimbledon, London
SW19 8PU.

Tel: 020 8946 1140 Fax: 020 8404 2888

Opening Hours
7 Days a Week: 9am - 10pm

Services

Group Devotional Singing: Sundays 3 - 4pm
Thursdays 7 - 8pm

Sai Spiritual Education Classes: Sundays

1.30 - 2.30pm

Festivals from the major world religions
(including Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism,
Islam, Judaism & Sikhism)

are celebrated with Group Devotional
Singing on the actual day of the Festival.
Meditation Classes are conducted on the 4th
Sunday of every month at 4.30pm.

Voluntary Work for the Community takes
place throughout the year.

S S
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This is not a recent story. It is a ve nditions to say ‘yes’ to his proposal and
ancient story which occured thousands U rned him that whatever she did, he

years ago. ‘ ot to counter-question her. So des-

Santanu was the king of Hastmapur > was the king to marry her that with-
was wise, kind and just. All hlS 1tizens ! ment’s hesitation, he agreed to
loved him and respected him. The - conditions.

goddess Ganga was santanu’s first as a beautiful woman. She was
Santanu had met Ganga at the river t evout wife and looked after the
fallen in love with her and propo,ed ,th ve and affection. They were so
riage to her. But then, Ganga a opy that Santanu even forgot that year
down certain - . 1y passed He also forgot about
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his promise to Ganga. Meanwhile Ganga  another baby boy.the baby met a similar
fate as the first born,Santanu turned pale

gave birth to a baby boy.The king’s hap-
with worry.But still,he did not have the

piness knew no bounds as he fondly

looked at his heir. But his joy was short"-; ~ courage to question Ganga. He felt very

lived. The same night Ganga carried the  sad and depressed.

baby and headed  towards the Ganga gave birth to seven babay boys,one
year after another.But all the babies were

river.Santanu was perplexed. So he fol-
lowed her. By the time he could realise her  thrown into the river a few hours after their

intentions she had thrown the baby into the ~ birth.And it was none other than their own
river.Santanu was about to ask her the rea- ‘m‘other who killed them

son for her attitude when he remembered
his promise to her at the time of her mar- _ egith time, Santanu could no longer bear the
riage.He could not question her about any-  situation.By then, he had already been a
thing.Both of them returned to the palac - dejected man.When Ganga was about to
silently. ~ throw the newborn into the river,Santanu
Even after this incident, Santanu S Iove forr" o ‘efd; - andi = Do you know
Ganga did not dimirish in any way.Buthe what you are doing?Are you a demon or a
was pplexed about her behaviour i devil?You have killed seven sons of ours.I

could she kill herown chilky . | - can no longer bear it.I will save atleast this
demon of 2 g héﬁ wondoe d - child. ‘I will not live with you even for anoth-

. = ‘er moment’, she said.Santanu loved Ganga
Nevertheless, he decided to forget ab very much.He was greif-striken.He begged

this incident and continued to le‘ad a nd pleaded with her not to desret him.But
happy life with - Ganga told the king that she had to return to
Ganga. Subsequently,Ganga gove b1rth 10 her abode as she had fulfilled her task upon
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young lad practlsmg archery by the river
e. A strong feeling attracted him
towards the boy. At that moment, Ganga
peared before the king and told him,
Here is your son Devavrat; He is not an
nary person. He will earn fame as a
ger ;ait,ma‘n.;Look after him well”. She then
returned to her abode.

antanu was immensely happy. Hugging

She then explained to santanu What he;
task was. '
Long ago.,there were elght deml god
known as Ashta-Vasus.Once,put of sheer
greed,they wanted to steal Sage Vashista’s
cow and the yougest of them,by name
Prabhasa had stolen the cow. Vashista wa
enraged at this and cursed them to be born
as human beings upon the earth. When th
vasus sought to be forgiven, the sage
relented and laid down that the seven
vasus could live only for a few hours upor
the earth but Prabhasa was to lead hi
entire life upon the earth. These Ashta-
Vasus were the babies born to Ganga h
seven Vasus were thrown into the i rlver nd
Prabhasa was the only survivor. |
Ganga narrated this episode to Santam
and disappeared after promising him ha
she would hand over Prabhasa to his care
subsequently. .
Seven years later , Santanu witnes
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In the meanwhile, Santanu had gone on a hunt
and near the river he saw an extremely beau-
tifol girl. She was the daughter of Dasaraja, a
fisherman. Santanu fell in love with her and
sent a messenger to her father asking her hand
in marriage.

“] am prepared to have my daughter wed the
king” said Dasaraj, “But I have a condition”
he added,i want my daughter to be the queen
and the child born to her as the future king.If
your king dosen’t agree to this,ask him to for-
get about marrying my daughter’.

Santanu was worried.He found it impossible
to live without Satyavati,Dasaraja’s daugh-
ter.but how could he marry her? For he had
alrady crowned Devavrat as the heir to the
throne. There were none to equal Devavrat for
the throne.Santanu decided not to accept the
condition laid down by Dasaraja.but he felt
very depressed about losing Satyavati.
Devavrat knew his father’s state of mind.So
he met Dasaraja and pleaded with him to get
Satyavati married o the king.Dasararja was
adamant. “Are you prepared to give up the
throne for the sake of your father’s happi-
ness?” he asked.Devavrat did not hesitate. “if
it can bring happiness to my father,I do not
want the throne. I am prepared to give it up.l
swear”, he said.But Dasaraja was not con-
vinced. He asked Devavrat.

“Q! Devavarat, it is easy for you to say
that you do not want the throne.But you will
get married and have children.Later on,your
children will also have children. And if they
claim their right over the throne,what will be
the fate of Satyavati’s children?”

Devavrat agreed with Dasaraja’s thinking.He

felt that it was a fair question. He thought for
a while and said “Respected Sir, have no
doubts about this.I hereby swear that I will be
a bachelor throughtout my life. I will never
get married.”

This decison by young Devavrat to lead his
life all alone,for the sake of his father’s hap-
piness drew appreciation from all the
suras.This vow came to be known as
‘Bhishma’.

Devavrat returned to the palace and per-
formed the marriage of satyavati to his
father.In the presence of hundreds of citi-
zens,he again proclaimed that he was giving
up his rights to the throne.Highly pleased with
his son,s sacriffice, Santanu embraced
Bhishma and blessed him as ‘/ccha Marani”.
““Let not death near you as long as you want

it”, he wished.

Bhishma has lived through the ages as a great

son of India.
(will be continued..)
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TALES OF SHIVA

P —

SHIVA AND MARHANDEYA

..OR A SON WHO WILL BE
WISE AND VIRTUOUS BUT

L&RD FAVOUR PO YOuU WANT WILL LIVE FOR ONLY
ME thH A SOM. A BON WHO WILL SIXTEEN YEARS®
LIVE LONG ; ‘
THOUGH LACK~ | WILL HAVE THE

NG [N

VIRTUOUS SON,
VIRTUES ...

MY LORD.

Eé@wﬁw }’?ff WisH OF ?F‘fé' 5%&‘
gmﬁzzﬁ SHIVA VANISHED .

. THE BOY SHALL
BE HAMED
MARKAMNDEYA .

sH0pTid@&Hs OFaip @)L Oosdewmsd FHpiiy
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MRIKANDU, yOU
ARE FORTUNATE
TO HAVE SUCH
A BRILLIANT

| CANNOT
FORGET THAT ALL
THIS BRILLIANCE
WILL SOON BE PUT
OUT BY CRUEL '
DEATH .

WHY DON'T YOU SPEAK,
MOTHER & DO YOU THINK
| CAN'T GET YOU WHAT
YOU WANT & | AM
NOT A CHILD «.-

UST THEN MARKANDEYA CAME HOME
WITH THE FLOWERS FOR WORSHIP .

MOTHER ! WHY ARE
YOU WEEPING & WHAT
CAN | DO TO MAKE
YOU SMILE @

UewileyenL_wer @arOsmonar %o QHouDS Slswh
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v TALé OF SHIVA o
...]1 WILL BE /' SON,THAT 19 I/ wHY @ WHAT | wWiLL

SIXTEEN YEARS | | WHY YOUR MOTHER }i | 15 WRONG WITH | EXPLAIN.
OLD TOMORROW ! 19 WEEPING. BEING SIXTEENS LISTEN !

POM'T CRY,
MOTHER. | WILL
NOT DIE.

| WILL SEEK
IMMORTALITY ' SBUCCEED BY
THROUGH THE > HI& GRACE |
GRACE OF SHIVA a3

WHO 18 THE
CONQUEROR

OF DEATH.

Silg - 66l - YrLLrgl 2001
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SHIVA, | LEAVE
MY SON TO YOUR
MERCY . PROTECT

| .. AND APORNED
1T WITH FLOWERS.

_continued
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SHIPPING -

Srilankan

AIR FREIGHT - TRAVEL

UNACCOMPANIED BAGGAGE - PERSONAL EFFECTS, HOUSEHOLD GOODS, VEHI-
CLES, MACHINERY ETC.

0 COLOMBO AND OTHER WORLD WIDE DESTINATIONS
MAIN AGENT FOR SRILANKAN AIRLINES

PASSENGER TICKETS AND UNACCOMPANIED BAGGAGE

All Your Goods Go To Our Bonded Warehouse in Colombo
/ WE WILL ALSO FLY YOU ANYWHERE, ANYTIME
,

ON SCHEDULED FLIGHTS AT LOW PRICES
14 Allied Way, off Warple Way, Acton, London W3 0RQ

GLEN CARRIERS LIMITED

Tel: 0208 740 8379/ 0208 749 0595
Fax: 0208 740 4229
BONDED WARE HOUSE
LAKSIRISEVA , 66 NEW NUGE RD, PELIYAGODA
TEL: 575576

V4

Srilankan
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House of fine Jewellery
East Ham weamrsusadidl oye0uinmBss

LAKSHMIS

JEWELLERS & SILK HOUSE
East Ham wamrsudaaid opeouinmBas
LTI BHGH DD NP EHHBTL_FIUINHMUL 6T
EMQUT HHTEVIBOIBTIY, FRISEIH6IT, BT,
SIL_1QUI6V&B6IT, LIsHL_WILILIT ChH&H60610&H61T
6160 FH6V HhID [H6NDHHEIHID
22 BJL 1960 2_BISHUITETN6).

HHLOMTSHSBHTEN EBHS T HFMMBF CFNEVBEI,
BTEhIFILTLD THRICHTE,
GamrevlD, LI BLILIEHL 6NISHEIT

@eotenild L|glul 1OIGev6ILIGH 6L
9 _MhiB6IT Ll euTpCeur(h Senemtdng)
DAKSHINOTRI

(L bagd6HTHN)

BIDITISHEDBUIL DT T (HHIHAT

VI FILDA D IoaGrMavI(l GrD
& Foovds araarjarDd
276 High Street North, East Ham E12 6SA

Tel: 020 8470 5600 Fax: 020 8470 3448
Opening Hours: Mon - Sun 10.30am - 7.00pm

SriD! GHFley!! 1oetley!!!

Tax free for overseas visitors.
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