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Saiva Munnetta Sangam (UK)

“Bringing Kanaka Sabha to United Kingdom”

I'am a born and practicing Saivite and | believe that all Saivaites have an inbuilt desire to
establish the Saiva worship of Lord Nadarajar and his consort Sri Sivagami Ammaiyar in
their Heart, Home and Temple.

Saiva Munnetta Sangam [UK] has been and still is in existence as a leading Charity in the
United Kingdom, performing “Community Service through Hindu Concern”. The main focus
of the Saiva Munnetta Sangam [UK] is to preserve and propagate the Hindu thought of
world’s culture through its activities and services to fellow human kind. All its activities are
built around the central principle of Vedic Scriptures of honoured and believed traditions.

In following its core principle of preservation and propagation of Saivaism through its
community enterprises, the burning desire for a place of worship was gradually evolving in
the hearts and minds of the members of Saiva Munnetta Sangam. This burning desire has
now been materialized and brought to reality in front of our eyes by Lord Nadarajar
himself when he has chosen the premises of Saiva Munnetta Sangam as his place of
abode with his consort Sri Sivagami Ammaiyar.

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

It was a hot summer day in 1988. My wife and | with our two children Vijayalakshmi and
Senthooran were in Cambridge and we took a walk in the Cambridge Market. There we
saw a Nadarajar Statue in Gold colour on the pavement being placed for sale by a market
trader. The Statue was shining in the afternoon sun and my wife Vahsuki became very
upset that this Nadarajar Statue was being traded on the pavement of a busy road. The
trader was an English gentleman and | asked him whether he was aware of the
significance of the Statue. His answer was a definite “no” and he said as far as he was
concerned this Statue is an art object. He said he was happy to get rid of this Statue for a
British Pound [£1]. We were so thrilled that we paid the money and were so excited to own
a Nadarajar Statue.
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| brought this Statue home and cleaned it with traditional tamarind paste and salt, which
brought about its brilliance and shine of the metal. We decided to keep this Statue in our
living:room at a prominent place as an object of Indian Art.

Since 1970, we were gifted with the ownership of a Spadiga Lingam [made in glass] given
to us by a Priest in Rameshwaram Ramanathasamy Temple in South India. This Spadiga
Lingam occupied a prominent place in the altar of our dedicated shrine room. We named
this Spadiga Lingam Ramanatha Swamy and did pooja every Friday with Abishegam and
Nevethanam [submission of prasadam]. We were absolutely mystical about the connection
between the presence of the Spadiga Lingam and the sudden acquiring of the Nadarajar
Statue in our home.

Within a few days of this mystical appearance of Lord Nadarajar in our home, we were
visited by two Sivachariyars. We had the good fortune of a visit by Rajathi Raja, Shiva Sri
Naguleswara Sivachariyar and the late Shiva Sri Dr T S Sambamurthi Sivachariyar. They
both suggested that the Spadiga Lingam requires daily Abishegam and Pooja and Lord
Nadarajar must be with his consort Sri Sivagami Ammaiyar. The late Shiva Sri Dr T S
Sambamurthi Sivachariyar said he will send me a Sri Sivagami Ammaiyar statue of fitting
description sooner from South India. Hence the arrival of the Consort for Sri Nadarajar
within a month, which pleased me immensely. However, the reality of us not being able to
conduct daily Abishegam and Poojas for the Spadiga Lingam in our home was a serious
worry in the minds of Vahsuki and me.

We consulted our children Vijayalakshmi and Senthooran and with their consent donated
the Spadiga Lingam and the statues of Sri Nadarajar and Sivagami Ammaiyar to Saiva
Munnetta Sangam. Sri-Vathiyanathan Kurukkal of Saiva Munnetta Sangam accepted the
Spadiga Lingam and both Statues, performed the required rituals and sanctified them
ready for daily Poojas.

We were so pleased to see the Spadiga Lingam and the Statues sharing the altar in Saiva
Munnetta Sangam with Nayanmar Nalvar.

When all this was happening Saiva Munnetta Sangam was making new developments in
their premises. A new prayer mandapam with a proper Sannithi was built incorporating
Indian architecture and vibrant colours with aesthetic appeal. In early 2007, The
Nayanmar Nalvar, Sri Vinayagar and Sri Sivagami Ammai SamethaNadarajar, statues
were formally consecrated in the new Sannithi in the Prayer Mandapam in the upper Hall
of Saiva Munnetta Sangam.

The religious ceremony was followed by blessing by Kailai Shiva Sri Rama Naganatha
Sivam Kurukkal. In his discourse, most revered Kurukkal suggested that it would be fitting
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if we consecrated a Nadarajar Moorthy of larger size in proportion to the Nayanmar Nalvar
Vigrahams [statues]. | raised my hand without any consideration and agreed that | would
complete this Thiruppani. My dearest ally Dr V Balasegaram who was present in the
congregation, raised his hand and said he would be happy to take over the Thiruppani of
contributing towards the construction of Sri Sivagami Ammaiyar.

Everyone in congregation felt a divine presence and | truly believed that the proposal from
Kailai Shiva Sri Rama Naganatha Sivam Kurukkal was an ASAREERI or Theiva
Sangalpam [ a divine order]. At the aftermath of this ceremony Sri Vaithiyanatha Kurukkal
of Saiva Munnetta Sangam proposed that it would be fitting and complete if we
constructed a Vinayagar Vigraham to match the proportions of Sri Nadarajar and
Sri Sivagami Ammaiyar.

In February 2007, 1, on behalf of Saiva Munnetta Sangam and Dr V Balasegaram, placed
an order for the construction of three Vigrahams with Sri S Devasenapathy Sthapathy and
Sons of Swami Malai, Thanjavur in South India. When we decided to place the order for
the construction of the Vigrahams, in consultation with Saiva Munnetta Sangam, | decided
to consult with the Deekshithars of Chidambaram-the Home of Nadarajar, Koyil par
excellence [the temple of temples]. We were given authoritative advice on the construc-
tion of the three Moorthys’ in Pancha Logam about the size and design of the Vigrahams.

We were fortunate and blessed by Lord Nadarajar himself in giving us the personal
services of Shiva Sri T N Rathnathandava Deekshithar of Sri Sabanaygar Koyil Trustee
and Pooja of Chidambaram. The Deekshithar himself personally made several journeys
from Chidambaram to Swami Malai in Thanjavur to supervise the setting of mould and the
gradual construction process of the three Icons. He bought Gold on behalf of us and was
present in the Gold melting ceremony which was added to the three Icons. Hence the three
lcons are of great shine and brilliance.

The Deekshithar personally supervised the packaging and shipment of the three Moorthys
by sea. The three Moorthys’ Vigrahams arrived safely in the United Kingdom by January
2008. We are most grateful for the personal contribution by Shiva Sri T N Rathnathandava
Deekshithar.

PRESENT PERSPECTIVE

The arrival of Sri Valampuri Vinayagar, Sri Sivagami Ammai Sametha Nadarajar
prompted the discussion of their permanent abode with Nayanmar Nalvar, within the Saiva
Munnetta Sangam Premises.

The present Sannithi was not big enough to house all the Moorthys and the advice
received from Chidambaram suggested that the present Sannithi was not facing south
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[Thetku Thissai] which is the direction Nadarajar must face. Hence the idea of building a
Sannithi to house the three Moorthys and Nayanmar Nalvar was born. All great souls of
the Saiva Munnetta Sangam agreed that we would replicate the Thillai Nadarajar Sannithi
in Chidambaram according to scale with Gold plated roof. The new Sannithi is being built
following strict guidelines in the vedic scripture known as Vastu-Sastra. The Sannithi will
be fully covered with real Granite finish and Golden Vimanam [roof] and completed with
nine [9] golden Kalasams. The Sannithi will be completed with a Granite Plinth for
Sri Nanthi Thevar and Pali Peedam in Pancha Logam, in front of the Sannithi.

FUTURE PERSPECTIVE

The burning desire of all great souls of Saiva Munnetta Sangam to build a Sannithi for
Sri Sivagami Ammai Sametha Ananda Nadarajar in the presence of Vinayagar and
Nayanmar Nalvar completed with Sri Nanthi Thevar and Pali Peedam is in the final stages
of fruition. The Kumba Abishegam [Installation Ceremony] for all Moorthys, Sri Nanthi
Thevar and Pali Peedam is due to commence on 17 June 2008, continue until 21 June
2008 and culminate on 22 June 2008. The arrangements for daily Pooja, six dedicated
Abishegams for Nadarajar Moorthy and Sivagami Ammaiyar and Thiruvembavai
celebrations are now being planned.

I appeal to all Hindus to participate and contribute towards this Thirupani and receive his
Thiru Arul.

“Yentharo Mahanubhavulu ~ Andariki Vandanamulu”
meaning
“There are many great people — Tributes to all those”

Vanakkam

Rattinam. Pathmanathan
Vice Patron / Donor
SAIVA MUNNETTA SANGAM [UK]
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60T LI 6001 19 Wi 5ot ) (T &6 Ll eTenry Bl e &y
CBEBLIBEITHUI  UTswigUl  Losiieeledl LI L SaImen
LOBIENSWITSSHIATT. (pHobSf  GeoFdlenms  sleiiLsui.
UTERNNQUIST — FLOGIFWGHMSS  SHUPeiul(hbSemLowTeo
BT (B LD& & (§THLD FLOSI0 & LDWILD FMT6S) (HH 60T .

LOMBI 6085 LI & & T &1 LI (HLD GSVFFsnmUIT (pLD oL Bl

FUFIOUND FTIHBHIBHHSEND LCTHHTIOEN BT HL WD

mFalbpBlegs  SHMUUGHaTBID  ssilanid  GUTsUTS

Ol mewng i g6 .

GBIDUBT WIS,

@i

PHmAUbOHWEMS  @s6aTy, eiud 2 mHSITHsD
SRANBuTyTE HLDEMID BTY&UHLD &lexsuigUITY &6
ool S gieuflaniib, Fnl_LIDTUI auiflsniD GeOFFlenmTiy
2 _6NemeiGUT®  eIBHTOBTEHIB DisuTHEheHE CouswiBd Lsnflalsn -
sell  GFWIH 2 emeuelidHgl  supUsuy.  Fouslt  HHougmenen  eTeBID

sLCUTEID  FbAHHIS HFHBH NBUAT. DFUHDS sueniuglBGev  LmewTgOTCHaNbE o _mm
BlmewILITs  EbboHeu). ReuTsenr  Emeumdo  HHEHTAIFIDLUBSI  QLHLOTER 6T EILIHEMLDEDIL
IAPBHGHHET.  HICUGLOTE  F BB 19860 SRBUImbs — STevHHL  UTamgIOTCHE]
all(poLTUI AIGKIENID DISUEDT LOHIDIHE QITIMIPSHI BT I960 HFaILD UHHUT QuBEms GFuiul
GonemreuTHOIBTEILTT.  DUB6ILLY  GEOFFBUITT  FIDUBHSLI GUmOTEISGHS HTH DI
FOUBST WHIDJ bEF6T UMM DAL HHBUTHI, SiNenT 61T s TemIH SR 2T HHI QS
Flollensuilsst (st BeosHHled SHemiLTamons el(pba suemmbae. OBGEBIL IILBAHITH Dieuen
FoubsCy Fellensuiaieamd S@nms, S0 mossalams Hres SimsT GFuw Gousminguigsmuibml.

FILBSUCLIGLTE  0&HI®IUI)  HIOLHH0  SHRB®NSHLILLIQHHSI. CUTDBTEMID  HBTTERIDTSH
Foswl] oIbH WLHHHG & Wliga). @os Sfbs  uTengorCsewmmw & 60FFlsnmuIThLd
CUBTMISE FHID HEEG olwempbsTsd STd o uly SHIBLULIGHNG  STLOTNHH. SHIE 5D
Cryallsensy. L6TEIMISE FJBULL CeulI@BIemWIF FIDUBSI GILIHLOTS bbd, FLOCMITHENET 6UTH60
GleusiipTy. sJeuBen BemFbHLIY FemiTast HupGand o _uly HmHs GeoFFenpuwiny 2 ol Lflibair.
LDGNEMEDILD  LDBEHEHLD  HFQIFIDULID  HAPENeNT. EHTNFIDUHST HTD  SicHsiL LIBBI6nLD  LIGHT 6w 60
SADOHSH  SlHPsoTUIS HHULBSD LHCITH LTHIEISBEDST SBIEHILTL 605aMG GovFFlsnm
brwienmfle Gigrenngsne elluibdl LTI IQU|sT6mTy.

“Breusninh SUISOUTD iehOF1pSHBHTEH  HevsurTUl Hevellsd LTl
Gamonemid g suHeND SHILTed OHTIPOHIY GevsHems....”

STaILIGH OIRNT  FHHeUTHE,.

Fausd g usHse aBdoid ST LTE elama Gampes Hmailg SIEWL_[bH6) T E(ETHATT
GeVFFlenm  HITWLSITHD G(HEU].
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QuUIEELOpen6eVd G MILDLIT

GLIHLAIpensY eTeienID 2sufled LOIPEMEVE GHBIDLITT 6TeaTLeT HNSFHSTT. DisuT  Fleusanguiniysenerid
HEMILTEY 6IHTOBTMIB HIOH DNeLeVHBIHEH DMIPHBH 2 _emicuslidhdl 2 UFFILLTT. DI6NTHEHHES
CouemiGeren OCBTHHGH ouemmdd GCoren® Lflsury. @euf HTeHH0 UTIPHST &HHSIAPTHS
BTG,  isoeoimfledl  GLUIBENEMeT  DfbH  GBIDLT  HHSHTAPTHS  SHieuniblesens DTS &S5
GmauTs  aflebs, e HmeungsamsnBul  AbHHHIS HHHDH UIHIGNMS  HIUIDIDTHDS
QamewngmbHTT. eiueutTy  CFweugk  FHeaulgreen  afUBGRUSBGHF  FOTIOTEOIHI  6TEOILNS
o _emib&MbHTT. GEeIamn QUpdlalhd HIYeihHSHTe0 el  (PSHOTL  SILLLIOT  FSHHBEHLD
&I GLMmMTT.

FhSIPTHS Bty  HhauchenFhEmbHaGhal  Hhbaulmen GG  BlsT  GCIBGRSBH.
SRUITH SIEN] BN DML UID BTEHHEH (PHeLHT6iBen DHBISBILEFFenL! GHMIDL BTG
B0k CuIted SPeuTed SHHILTT. SHHSHIT Geleysvensd el Lss0 el LTflbSlmabasion L er eerg
SISy, Hogl Gwrs wwBdwrsd gogbard Smin owu 2 uly] 2 Lemsoll LfihHs. D6
opeinom sulemevulsd aipmlmeagn Heullyreir Hmsug Bipsdsd GFIhH GLmAITIDS| CUBBS.

GHSIAPTHS  BIUITeNIdH  HOGH — GHHUTHS  Gdrewrh  Gomaplur’Lred  (pHS6LHBM
BTWSHILOTT &HEHeT  GLIBLOLLeNsVES GHEMIDL  [BTWETIHLD  e(HENTTEITT.
(p. Heugmwam

TAMIL CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Clues are in English;

All answers should be in Tamil

Down:

1 Statue in temple

2 God

3  Father

4 Giving up

5 Motherhood

Across:

1 Ancther name for Lord Ganesha
3 Another name for Lord Ganesha
5 Giving

6 Mountain

7 Cleanliness
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(BbsUTTEEF  FllbFHeneH6i)

dAbgiuany Dr grisginisiensn  #euBeomasmr s

FOL/ GO/ J SIP
WJ@/«%@W

BID  sTe0Geurpd  CaTulsse — aumalsGmrh.  endurd CFLHHCBTD.  surhissit  Gousmilg
QISIRIGSIHIEBID, BID  slsien  ourdHmeHd Bol o CouswiBid? Geuswngl  GLm Ceusmngul  mHevey
QUTMIBST 6T606A?7 BTD HEOGVEUTTHAID EUGVEVEUTTHAID EUTLPEYLD SINTEB 6IDEMIDEF  FlDlbHEUT S GTHLD
Bmbea D BID GeuswiL Geuswigul eUImIHsIT 6rstTeo?

“HHBM HHaM6V] 6I6iTLGHI  SeUTaUT

SIFFSHSTHB  STewill uFD.”
STS  GUGTTETHEUFIEN CUTHGHHBENIOWI BTD HHBT] b CouemtBLomuilss sreiien aurld Geusdinigll QLML
GouswiBID? BB DigWwienTHeT  sl60BTHBGHID 2 sitem  Lgdene. ShHLTTeSHHC60  cpeuy  eufid
CaLBU  CGUUISEHBTIHET.  Si6uT s ETHEHLLLI BUTLDHMBEMILILID  DHUTHEHILI  (LPIgenaILLD
SINTHEHMLLI  SIFFRIBMEMUD QUG CHTHGHaUSET  Apsold  [HITD  6Taiem Y INENEDTEL (G
Goucwii(BLD sTent  iflbHI CFBTsiTETEOMLD.

@yeir Gsl L euyld
@rer  GLmGsusitel  GFuign FauGumorensr CBGY aurs  GQEFuis e Ce@r subhmh FenGLICHLOTE
2 b GousmiBld auIHmsHs Coell GTeNBNl FmBISDTT. @T6 euyd GaL mmes.

“LOUTBeowsTeN 116D D_EUBFHIGBmeTH  GlaBTEIL DI Hdnl L BibEHES QHEVEUTID (BTG  LDETETNT S
ConawmiBLD. BenanbEHL Gl DiGueIswILBibEhHEH BT BUMHEUSTBHTEN  GUTHE  UF I BHENGILLD
HHBHO GeucwiBID.  STHBTEHL  DIAWITOEL B 1hdbadsims BHBHMBUIODNESHSH HHHeO CouamiBLb.
urBsLeiiBsy  Hulsd  GFnslams  HwworBe  upseoTen  Baeuimei Gumry  Qeuisreond
BhrevalluiemL LT DisuTHmen  GalsensgHs GILICHEUGHENIDEMUILID,  LI6Y  LIsHL &aB60MhISEMETLLD
Oierile  CouswiBID. e1BBTOWD SPWTsd EhEsad GeusmiGHw.”

QsreirsmmmD  LelILTeOTUI  LIGOLI6USNITRI  QlTaiL S0l & Gpeys GlHsvsVMID,
LOGHIOITES  W|BELBRIGIIHID DIMEUBTEGH HEMTY sugeid GeusmiGLD
2_GIENM(LP6i  SieneNLINMHBHIEh GFeLIISHB FnTHBEHD 2 Heusd GsuswiBLD
SIBETEDHD  PuImosd Gmobdlenn CualuGioi SHs0 CeauemiBLD.
eUILLGLUm L_solh 19

SIMEOWIMY  LODFSHSHIUTGOIT  LismemieuBe  (LHGEOTTH6T SIDf OFUIHTeYILD

2_ameuuitadl SLBHGEUT YBBGITGL LisuusmLUD 2 gHeusd GeusmiBLd

OzmemeowITGID  61EhEhTaTBILD SHhHALeub CousHiBOLNIF @6 Golewbid

BEEOWITTGlewenl WwHifeneFaich GFehaigend HellbbL T &menenr GFUIGITET
UTGILm 10D 20
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@Jeil  SQempeusilb  BeuBCmTG  sml GeEId  UsveuBenDmH  GHLIQHBBEOND.  [HBLISIL,
beUGleVT(&EID,  Eenmuieii) @elsuTm  UsveuBenmds  Gdl 1phddeumid.  slsvsomauBflad  Hmbhs
WHFemwidh gl Geuewnigll GUBBIHSHeTD. enmsd Bt Eallsenso.  FeuCUmOTeT  GsTBHS
aurhH el  GLoaImIOWITEY  @GI60l  GLIBeUTDEY  GUTDHSTE. &EFGeod FCLM  10&eD  eu6LDTsT
aUTPENRN  DBILISHH. BCHeouTsmen O  EeIeOHEHSHSTTEITIHET.  Fe0  &HI6OD  sI6060TE
ApUSESCMTED auTRhS @6l CETBmWHEHHE 2 el ord, (PHSLIGLHITHITED &HsosH8HTH
PBHILGHDMTET.  QUHEITIDEYSHSETE — Dieusil  BlenadalILalsoensy.  GeTHMIDGEHDHSETHC
51606018 L ILI(H &5 65T 65T

HHH GasLL  euyld

@@ Fwowid UJbwsHa] HeiaienLw  LeTenendendd 2 UBsFD  GFWSTT.  SHhengwmflsn
2 LBpssHmed CalL Hbmen Heubumomsmen Gprosld &HbHHauD GFuldmrsi. FeuGLHLOTsT
2AUDHGHH S8 CBThHEH Goucmihlo euyd ereiten Geueiimy Gal &My, Hbden euyld Gl ame.
‘e Gufluwr wflullsoib, &bHSTTHsT aumpsleis Gsd o svdlevid, LNFiboT eledem <@ Gwmflsi
2_GUBHIGENEID, SHlenFHeIlguisiten 6r60s0M FL Hibeilaid o6l Syememt GlFsvey GausmiBiD.”

memfleull GUEBsHEULILD Blafleom
alenem  QIsLEVET sJemey  Goaiul
Gremid 1DTEVWIET @eFID  &lenau|GIoeiT
Siemem  GFsuey DefidhHme GFISwmeD
HHEHE  HouEholFUl LI sod 11

Hhensndi  Lnbwseaflst  Guwsorssyd, HhHenswnflel  HHevSUTAW  eflade@m  LISeuTe
Gosumda|D, SHoeilgnlenl Ul ememt  ClFsueuBeusmiBl oty GEl L BHTG S  allallssnso.
‘D _MmIGEST  6UbHl USITHIGHSE 2 UNTHET  6T6060MD  STIENEIUID  slamIkid GousmiBL. 2 Wihd
CHoUTHEHID DISNTHEDHID LOBBILPSTETEUTHEDBL WTedl S L golamsud CFuIL GeusmiBLD. slevdb@
B6V6Y U601 LOGEBEIHID, GILICHISEHID Bl SHUST 2 _sHL WaIJaenTsll QumeaD GeuemiBLD.” seiml
QML Bsl_dlmmetr.

BamCmi® sl s HEH  alLslsvensv. Betiepid Gl Ammei. ‘euFFsHundF  Fmev
Luedimibemenuld  CUBOBGSHS SIS LTS HAHOIHIDTET  LITFHSmU WIS  6l6ienlmL LI
W&EMTHL  GumIFHed Geuswi(hlD. HIHISET OMBUAITTHS HTHeO BTG DibSH 6160  LDSHEMTE
LyTFHGSlmuIS SIgemid CFUIHeD BouciiBLD.” 6T16IMI HoHHET L6 eUImHIGm6T Gaueingll GLIBBTE.
@enanll GUTEICD SHHemID @I osususTGaIT Hevsw cIIBHIGMaTS GHLlBLI GBS (HHSETLD.
dlouedt 1651 OIBTH  STHUWD LHHedwud Bsl pmbHTed DieuamlbE oG  aubha)mBETHI.
HbHMT  EleNeUImIBm6NL  GUBBEGID, OLmAITIDS] eITDHSHHID, LT &iad GCoreml &eena
Bbend GCFUSHID, Fougb@d (WHEIMW OBTBHSTH WIsD QFUSHID, ofjusHslys LT
anfsslu’Lgib, Ueier] ugrasgulsi  GeueiBamafllsiig  Fleusihenmsd oyl (HdHSHEmEVLLIL 6T
WBepully GuBBHID usel Ubg Wb Gseuflar 2 LGssFILY, HAaGumorame GhrHdld Heub
QFIFHI  FeUBERIHBEHLE  HUTHEDULIF CrThaEId SHHeaNe LIBSTs0  sumpsdled [Hlo1pa)Hs.
HHBMEUD DFeUTHIT sleublD  GLfluisIenTad HHAINIHELM6.

aiyeur@&CoHeuy GasLL euyid
SIFETL UL B6MGs0  HemeodIBheh  alysit  @GIeDenl W dpdHdH WearTer  UTHIGHTL6E. GLoTd 5T
BEOLOUBG UGS BI6T WHHHHGO cpeiiml BI6THm6TS HEMeVsHLD UBIHEHI HLTHINLIGIG. il
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LOTSHHTOHN  APSIBID BT  WHBHHHO DIFT]T UbBSHIHE Ooubnlent Fligds  QEm{ e selsi.
2 _salfotel  WhHHSHer st uTRGHTUNET  SBSTD BIL  GumflBev  sliyeur@Gseufleins
ClamsbeoiuBdmTsn.  uTFemp W elyeune:Csheaiy WHSL  CUBLOTEDS  6USTIHIGH S M.
WosUCLGLTS elforg CHeauamyll uTThgl elbUD aIfsHmed Gl @ibLlg Gamsvadmry. afyeuns,
Cpeuy eupld Gl AmrT. “SiIp@ GUTGHAW GBUYME Gasvey suTpSmBHLIGLIT, bHTensH yF
auTpsmeuGWIT, - Hlpiomsd, LFibon  ep@AGWITy CuBB GLImsITIDeNEUGWIT Brsil UGBTI eHBUTEHID
sllpoualsusnsy. Smhisellsit FHmeng 165 BN wBTe  isenuGLl  WTe Boucrli BHlTTBMes. Bb
BsOsL aUID (HPHemwiai. Dfligl. DG SHhiHmeT Bamandhs suflLBLD (LpeTUTSHBEIHLD Tl L
OuBIeZlevemen.  SiHenandF HABICLITENTAIL  WiTedr 2_WhHHGL OCUTBLEB eebE DmeT GFuIL
Geuemr(BLD.”

Gapmev Blgw BAUL eumbdHema B GGt
Guemev BHATenr Sirflemens seanelgis e .Gamei
oMY Wbl USSMSWD GuUTBGsTen 1085GuWIsH
gev Bleliuss HeitenLBu GouemiBeusst sL0GuU .
UTHIGHTUST euendbll LLsoD 154

Sibs BevaUTID (pHHule DfWOHT6E BHemens
Flibeng CFUIAG Seudhsmd Ul  HAnflGuis
2 Wihg Glbauend DiMHTOFL GeuswiBOIDT BisnTLIL
SIbeng HHHEaIGT 2 _nbsH UfhHand eremme.
UTHIGHTLIST suem& Ll LL6olb 155

FauGLimotmer  Gpflsd @B oupd  QUBB  @bs  esufled, GrenenGuIT,  Hibsmemen BT
mFeuFIOWEeT  CUflUIITHETSES  SHHBEIEUMED.  6IaIHLD SIUTHEHMLW  CQUWENTH  dnl g, SHIb
LleTeneNBEheEGS @1 Hougls0eme. SIITHEmLUI GILILEN]T 2 FFfliugnd @evemsv. BHHE 10IBTS
affeur@emel  affeur@HsHCHeubrend  QEmewL THAEBT)Heir. ey  eifeurg  etes Gy
OamemiBeieneny. GUBCBMTassT 1 TeiTenenas 6@, OIIUTG O] QUWIT  sneuGhE D& pABITS6iT.
Gu@mewWeLAmriser. efjourg GHeuy  semid WOHSUOLGBET@IL 6T @HeGL  CumaTpey
GuBpTy. @HiGen @euissit Gl Bl GUBB uyEIBENGT LI,

BT GamuiendE eumaIGHID. sIDPLW  aUTIDEHME®L HyFenansend@s &6 Galewig  suyh
CaL @ peiren. (P& LIGILIHLDIT 68T Tof:31) SUMMBITSH SISIEMLULD, BV GIEVT (P& & &M BHUYLD,
sTeLeVTeYUTT Berfleud  SysiiemLILD  Gouswilg  eIALIL somhSH TG @siieut  Geuewry  smfuG  GuTg
olfouT® CHoImHEEG Bobbss BuTsd 2 aTLSS BCpemeumsit  GUIT@LIgaIt  CuTisiELD.
(pmH&UCLGLTeIE CUIhEmSE BID LTSS TTTGMTID. E)eIUTBITES sl augld  Geussingll  GLMEY
GoweniBLD 160 Campeiteli@m Sewmeusii 105 BBIS ieTEnLGL (WpHBEes  GonenihdHed CeoueamBid
6T6B  ABLILITET LFlensvd ShHHLTTemID GFTsveoT BBalamaE.

FbFHemeaBET  SUGI(HLD..

Gouswii_s Hobs HHIGMUI B Goustin (P EIDd HHBeuTUI [
Couedihid ousiioni sHGWITU 1§ Geuswng sTeiiena| LiswGismean_ miil
Geuening BT HHETOFWISTUIT WTeDID  4gIGs Gouemrg  GTELEVITEL
Gouewiblo LfiGlaTsl DTG siiailsd SiGoDd 2 eiimer e @HLILIGIGH
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Fuflinamey SBwliLiar

uwems HBanr- FTeusFGsflult LTELT &. HaITSTLOBTSe

guflwensy  muliueeas Sffbss GFsoid Lwsmd @B SPFOFUNTEGD. B68sTulsd WMETIHS, LTBsI
fEGI oleid GHIUTEOTEHID. 6T6060T sULGIL GUSIEEHD AR HHILGAIG M. 10LABEL LI L GUsKisEbD
50 awBbe Gupull CueNsEBGD DBOHEEUUGHDBIET. USSTSHT 4 Flsisst lysn OHHs GouaiEL.
@eialifsld @MHSHHETO gulusiisn 18 LpssmsT goUpUITg. Holgubos &rF, srens  Guieim SIS
guflsnsouyd Lbur BBujorEn. MEGsTUIedlsd muiue GUITE ATHAWTS Sihel LITedbalem.

gwel  + s SIS UHEH0 MU sTEBTEY GGenyey, Hmw, WHUTmEGS@EW  srs GumEpsiTUBD. 1166
STENmTeY  Hbens, Guflwen] aemid sufl seamred @gmp usemSHWTeT  sufl UTPHS B ID TEBID SHHS. LIDUT
B SIEIDIEY LTsuSHens BIFID GFUIUD 61618 SHHhHa Hoa@ngl. weeuls Suganysss eBn Gbbaulss Bimow
deiysner LSSTHeT FUfl 06D sJMIBUTTSET. “LDUT suTen WeMEsmILT UbSen SUT el eemi LITIQULILILG
DhHET  HUMSDET gl 10HHS el Geui.

18 Lp®st - @ waHiLew alfHOmha, @MUy SUBLST (PHBULY §OID UHGTHN BDISUTS QUL SIEpLW
2 wihs Uiwors o sen @Uugsenet gn GousbiB. Seubmen 8o LGl (LpdawnNsig.

guiienensd Sffbs smlniligss Gaussiguisne:

41 prshiesit sy, GSOGETSITE QO] gHEp ST (PsDTE  WTmsy BUITLSY, STemsy omemsy  @silly  mflso
GONSHHD, 1051, 10TE Usns LTIghHHe0, LoTs 2_aiamisy SHealldsso, Femel®, Llysea Umbs eaiBsensal GuTsETLosD
BmHHe0, Faurd GEiumosd EhoHssd, SOIIY S &6l 2 el SiemilHen  sreLIs.

Gevesiiailsy sumpbs BID Beubsoms smillgiug Ayors Bmbos. MTsOnHoEET0 CFamrse 18 Ligsmst g
(ppuwigl  sten  SPIBEHTD.  whmBws  Camuissst Gursd Haipd GriE SfFad Gsvsmev.  HeubLy  10oTH
whHBulefibba mgemaufl 10TH BEHULGES SUMIUD, LEMEIWITET OTGHRIGNT (IpHE 5 BIsTBEHHGL . HOL B
Gamuilsd gmbHAmebELD.

14.03.2006 oiefm1 160G srsiiemid B SHHewsen elGAuled gpwiiuemen Benenbd Brmg, STalud 2_mESyT Fupd
Sienlba  weneneluL et Hfled CFdBpsr. omE spiiy 2 oL SEnlbs @musly SfHs win UbHHi] HEENF
FhHSHEHMD. @O 2 ML WUINLINSET (PsT WTeuBD FIOW SN HHHEUHMSE ST BB

SIEG 2 6L LOMEUTET © aule) WNPLLTERIHMms HenealB@d O&TamB subsg; UFenuud UL SHEMETENLLIL LD
HibsH. &M wmelf8eHesdlsd eumesuten  LTDSS6G  CFamBurs owstan BQUBmSs STLHomeTs
semBLID. @M HemLulsd wemsouisy ellensnibgd e, eungenad Hrelumiss, aumsnipll LPD eTsiLeT  euTmid) Gsmib.
SLBLT flaagr, Geusii, L euatigseiled SRUINILET 2 @Heull UL hdsd STREL LSHEHTH GFsaumad SeiGLTLD.
wremeo 4 wenflwenellsd sUfl WML SIYOITTHMS ML HBSHID. et WTHHF SIS SifsBonsds ST L 6.

ubur BHullsd (pmisTsd ienBer B @lps CBETERMBHSE. USSIBE GeloHoHis CHTamombsa. BHID 7 mpLITe B
3 Cohsrissmst ambEs:  OoHMsiB Lo B  PUSHOTGHITD.  (WPHeIe0 paTyHEesiten  Lisienemumy
Caruisgns CFmCpmd. omE Gonemnl sommwouls Bmipy S spiny o oL Sibhs @m  Gufluw
Fol L HMBOW SGLID. DimTulsd SMINL SeNLD BIpHH0 o mHHIT &, Hiend) wrenssEmd b HemeoL
unsnsuler Goed Sbpyssit Himis CoTensslsy eHUSEHL G LIBHLET “FTawD, FFewid gouiuT Heumd Fyemid’
ool Gamranlll B CHEsTISM 2 snldhs s1d Coul Hediias maubHsHal.

Boaple- apeiipulsd CemsTulst o S Pt o a8t BESGL By aBHH 6l B GBI SHasT a6
aplg  oapAHpUUTISsT. B elayaemn Hugd QD FHHGD SHHEMSES GHsAsms. B0 wiguio
SifFFene’s GUTHsTHEHD Gmb@w. e apiguist anfiliuusnbsbBsns CHmauTar o e @hb@h. WUNLmETS
SRFHSHE0 DIBHISTTID peWeUD sTeiieid P BRGD aa@iumeS BHUPnd SHHsEID B Gaspa,

Brapd Epmistenw Wsiiemsnwny Gsruiedsh o enl HCHID. 2 L s BHMBTUIGST IIG WMEULISTEY &6lbeHHS6.
SihAsD 2 elten @rmo, @eol sioswr, HgHILTT GHTUlsvEensnd @LILE wWweney gms GHTL_ kA GenmiD.

IDDEY GJMED- 5 eWIsD HIMILD gnl muiiumen HenLwl CauswiB. HEingd Gumsd o &l ausny Lgssit Esdsnsy. Hlem

HEVFID 58 34 &8 en-emeuss £- g a0-2008



%
S 58 quEl Sevsd @D
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Stories of Hindu Saints
(continued from last issue)

AANDAAL

The remarkable girl who would marry none but the Lord

Aandaal is one of the most extraordinary personalities in religious history. She is known in
her native tongue of Tamil as an Aalvaar, one who is "immersed" in the depths of
enjoyment of God.

Tradition reckons 12 Alvars, of which Andal is the only female. Between the fifth and ninth
centuries, in the Tamil-speaking region of South India, these saints revitalized the Indian
religious milieu, sparking a renewal of devotional worship throughout the subcontinent.
Traveling from place to place, from temple to temple, from
holy site to holy site, they composed exceedingly beautiful
poetry to their Divine Beloved, Vishnu, as an expression of
their love for Him.

Anyone can see why their poetry was so attractive; at once
both impassioned and philosophical, their words cut across
all barriers of caste and class, attracting all to their faith. In
doing so, they sculpted a new religious heritage of
intensely emotional bhakti, or love of the Divine, whose
impact is still felt today in the Indian religious life.

Aandaal, whose life and poetry are celebrated every
December-January, is the most visible contributor to this
heritage.

Life of Andal

The life of Andal is remarkable in its romantic simplicity.
A devout brahmin named Vishnucitta lived in Villiputtur,
a town near Madurai. His daily duties included procuring flowers for the worship of the Lord
at the local temple.

One morning, as he went about his business, he discovered a baby girl lying under a tulasi
plant in his flower garden. Having no family of his own, Vishnucitta felt it was God's grace
that gave him this child and named her Gothai, meaning, "gift of Mother Earth." Filled with
joy, he took her home and raised her as his own.
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Godhai grew up in an atmosphere of love and devotion. Vishnucitta
doted on her in every respect, singing songs to her about his beloved
Krishna, teaching her all the stories and philosophy he knew, and
sharing with her his love of Tamil poetry.

The love Vishnucitta had for his Beloved Lord intensified further in his
daughter and before long she was passionately in love with Lord
Krishna. Even as a child, Godhai made up her mind to marry none but
the Lord of Brindavana, and refused to think of any human being in
similar terms.

She imagined what it would be like to be His bride, playing the role of His beloved,
enjoying His presence. Unknown to her father, she adorned herself daily with the flower
garland he prepared for the Lord at the temple. After admiring her reflection and thinking
of herself as His ideal bride, she would put the garland back for her father to take to the
temple and offer to the Lord.

One day, Vishnucitta noticed a strand of Godai's hair on one of the garlands. Shocked and
saddened by this desecration of what was meant only for the Lord, he scolded Godhai for
her misuse of the garland and discarded it. He carefully prepared a new one and offered
it to the Lord, begging His pardon all the while.

That night, the Lord appeared to Vishnucitta in his dream and asked him why he
discarded Godhai's garland instead of offering it to Him. He told Vishnucitta that He missed
the scent of Godhai's body in the flowers, and that He preferred them that way. Would he
please continue to give the garlands once worn by Godhai? Overcome with emotion,
Vishnucitta awoke and cried tears of both joy and remorse.

It dawned on him that his daughter was someone whose
love of God was so intense and pure that even he had not
comprehended its extent. Her spiritual greatness was such
that the Lord Himself wished to share her presence. From
this day on, she became known as "Aandaal", the girl who
"ruled" over the Lord.

Aandaal blossomed into a beautiful young woman as she
came of marriageable age. When asked to marry, however,
she stubbornly refused, saying that she would only agree to
marry Sri Ranganatha, the Lord at the great temple town of
Srirangam. Vishnucitta despaired, wondering what was to |
become of his daughter.
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One night, Lord Ranganatha appeared in his dream and asked that Aandaal be sent to him
in all her wedding finery. Simultaneously, the Lord appeared before the priests at
Srirangam and asked them to prepare for the coming of Aandaal. Vishnucitta once again
was filled with both joy and sadness; joy that his beloved daughter would attain her goal,
but sadness at losing her at the same time.

He made all the wedding preparations and arranged for Aandaal's journey in a palanquin
to Srirangam. Aandaal waited with excited anticipation as the wedding party approached
Lord Ranganatha's shrine. As they entered the temple, she jumped out of the palanquin,
unable to restrain herself any longer. Running into the temple sanctum, she embraced Lord
Ranganatha and disappeared in a blaze of glory, having joined her Lord. She was only
fifteen at the time.

Aandaal is now one of the best-loved poet-saints of the Tamils. Pious tradition reckons her
to be the veritable descent of Bhumi Devi (Mother Earth) in bodily form to show humanity
the way to His lotus feet. She is present in all Sri Vaishnava temples, in India and
elsewhere, next to her Lord, as she always desired.

Historicity

The hagiography of Aandaal as presented above is undoubtedly historically true in most
important respects. Today, the tulasi garden in which she was found is preserved in
Srivilliputtur. Vishnucitta's house, adjacent to Lord Vishnu's temple, has been converted
into a temple in honor of Aandaal and contains the well in which she admired her
reflection while wearing the Lord's garlands.

Most of all, however, Andal is remembered for her poetry, in which she often strikes
autobiographical notes about her love for her Lord. She describes herself as a young girl,
still not fully mature, pining away for him. She beseeches her friends, the god of love, and
even animals for help in her quest to attain him. Finally, she describes her good fortune of
being the daughter of Vishnucitta, the best of the devout, who lives in Srivilliputtur and
adores the Lord.

Andal's Poetry

Andal composed two works in her short life. Both are in Tamil and are unique in their
literary, philosophical, religious, and artistic content. Her contribution is even more
remarkable considering that she was a teenage girl when she composed these poems, at
a time when there is no other record of Tamil women composing poetry. Far from being the
prattlings of a youngster, Andal's verses display a literary and religious maturity far beyond
her years.

Her first work is the Tiruppavai; a poem of thirty verses in which Andal imagines her to be
a cowherd girl during the incarnation of Lord Krishna. She yearns to serve Him and achieve
| wevsis 58 44 £ 5 g enr-eneusrdl-oen-2008




@ ¥ 58 eugy smeuFd EHIp

happiness not just in this birth, but also for all eternity, and describes the religious vow
(paavai nonbu) that she and her fellow cowgirls will take for this purpose.

The second is the Nacciyar Tirumoli, a poem of 143 verses. Tirumoli, literally meaning
"sacred sayings", is a Tamil poetic style in which the work is composed. "Nacciyar" means
goddess, so the title means "sacred sayings of our Goddess." This poem fully reveals
Andal's intense longing for Vishnu, the Divine Beloved. Utilizing classical Tamil poetic
conventions and intermixing stories from the Sanskrit Vedas and Puranas, Andal creates
imagery that is quite possibly unparalleled in the whole gamut of Indian religious literature.

The impact of these works on the daily religious life of the South Indian has been
tremendous. Just like the Ramayana, people are never tired of listening to the Tiruppavai.
Women, men, and children of all ages, particularly in Tamil Nadu, recite the poem itself with
great religious fervor. The daily services in most Vaishnava temples and households
include its recitation.

Innumerable scholars in a number of languages have commented both of these works,
particularly the Tiruppavai, extensively over the centuries. Today, we are fortunate to have
many ftranslations of the Tiruppavai in Western languages, which make these poems
available to an even wider audience.

During the month of Margali (December-January), discourses on the Tiruppavai in Tamil,
Telugu, Kannada, Hindi and English take place all over India. (To be continued)

Picture of Sri Villiputhoor Temple
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First century B.C. Month of Vaikasl|

{the second month In Tamil calendar).

A baby boy was born 1o Vellala Chieflain,

Mayllakizhar In Myiaperae in Tamiinadu.

Thamizavel, occupying the post of Valluvar (chambaerlain}
in the court of King Pandyan at Madurai and the relativas
named the baby Valluvan. The birth of the baby brought
Immense joy to his parants.

g Valluvan and Vasukl fell In love and their

While returning from a battlefleld, Valluvan met Vasukl, |_
{he daughter of the Veliala Chieftain Vazhithunalvar of
Kavithipakkam who ownad thousand ploughs.

marrlage was solemnized.

As soon es she awoke at dawn, Vasuki worshippad

A beautiful daughter was born. They
named her Mullai and brought her up
with loving cara.

her hushand without s_oa__i!_du othar Gods.

“Oh, dear,

what is tha purpose
| of domestic life? F

Dasar, say it is
our principle

To give 10 the poor
4 ond live in fame. It iz
my principle.

2
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